
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WFOR-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

JANUARY 1, 2013 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2013 

 

  

Attached are listings of broadcasts or broadcast segments that, in the Station’s judgment, reflect the Station’s most 

significant programming treatment of ascertained issues during the preceding three-month period.  During the 

preceding quarter, the Station also broadcast CBS Network programs such as 60 MINUTES, FACE THE 

NATION, and 48 HOURS. In addition, the Station produced and broadcast a “Community Calendar” and public 

service announcements promoting local community events and campaigns.  Also, the Station produced and 

broadcast a series of NEIGHBORS 4 NEIGHBORS segments encouraging viewers who need help and those who 

want to help to call a telephone hot line staffed twelve hours daily.  The segments of 60-seconds, 30-seconds and 

15-seconds are placed in a random rotation ranging from one week to several months, depending on the topic, need 

and response.  All of these programs are part of the Station’s plan to address issues of concern to viewers. 

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA WITH JIM DEFEDE- A half-hour weekly public affairs program featuring local 

experts and public officials engaged in a discussion of current issues affecting the South Florida community. 

Broadcast dates and times as indicated in the report. 

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS – Specials and series reports focusing on important local issues.  These 

reports air during selected CBS4 News broadcasts.  Duration: Each part is approximately three minutes.  Broadcast 

dates and times as indicated in the report. 
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ECONOMY/CONSUMER RIGHTS: Topics in this category include: debate over tax proposal to finance 

stadium upgrades for the Miami Dolphins; controversy over MDX toll increases; increases in payroll taxes; 

improvements in local travel economy; dropping consumer product prices; college loans; fire risks of modern 

furniture; help for medical bills; home costs; prepaid college plans; successful savings challenge; homeowners 

insurance policy costs; vacation purchases; and illegal data brokers.        

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA WITH JIM DEFEDE: 1/20, 8:30 AM. Mike Dee, Miami Dolphins Chief Executive 

Officer; Rodney Barreto, chairman of the South Florida Super Bowl Bid Committee; and Norman Braman local 

businessman debated the proposed upgrades for Sun Life Stadium to be financed in part by local tax payers. 3/10, 

11:30 AM. Mike Mayo, Sun-Sentinel political columnist discussed the Miami Dolphins Stadium tax proposal and 

the recent poll that showed that 73% of Miami-Dade voters are against it. 3/24, 11:30 AM. Maurice Ferre, Former 

Miami Mayor and current Chairman of the Miami-Dade Expressway Authority explained why he believes that the 

toll increases on several expressways were necessary despite public protest. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  

PAYROLL TAX OUTAGE: 1/11, 5 PM. This report showed that Americans are feeling outraged that 

Congressional leaders allowed a temporary cut in payroll taxes for Social Security and Medicare to expire. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  TRAVEL TRENDS: 1/11, 11 PM. This report showed that as the economy 

improves, so is the travel industry, with consumers buying more airline and cruise tickets in recent months. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  CHEAPER IN 2013: 1/13, 11 PM. This report revealed that many consumer 

products will be dropping in price during 2013. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  COLLEGE LOAN 

SHOCK: 1/18, 11 PM. This report alerted college students about the negatives of taking student loans, due to the 

potential of increased interest rates, unemployment and debt rates. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: 

FLASHOVER FIRES: 1/21, 11 PM. This report warned about the dangers of modern furniture and its propensity 

to engulf in flames much faster than older furniture due to chemical components used in the manufacturing. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  PRESCRIPTION FOR RELIEF: 1/22, 5 PM. This report focused on a website, 

crowdfunding.com that has thousands of people going online to request funds to pay for medical bills. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  TOP MONEY DRAINS ON YOUR HOME:  1/22, 11 PM. This report described 

the most and least expensive drains in homes that might end up costing homeowners thousands of dollars.CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  FLORIDA PREPAID DEADLINE NEARING: 1/24, 11 PM. This report revealed 

that the Florida Prepaid College Fund is going up again and the deadline for locking-up this year’s prices is coming 

up. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: SAVINGS CHALLENGE: 1/25, 11 PM. This report focused on a 52-

week savings challenge that is gaining followers and growing bank accounts. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS:  CITIZENS INSURANCE LAWSUIT: 2/27, 11 PM. This investigative report revealed that Citizens 

Insurance may have overcharged hundreds of thousands of policy holders in Florida. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS:  BUYING TIME OFF: 3/12, 11 PM. This report showed that certain local companies are now offering 

a buy-sell vacation program that allows employees to purchase an extra week of vacation time every year. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  DATA BROKERS: 3/18, 11 PM. This report showed that federal authorities have 

launched a crackdown on data brokers, people who track every search and purchase on the Internet and sell the 

information to other merchants. 
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CRIME/PUBLIC SAFETY: Topics in this category include: new Broward Sheriff; gun control; new Miami-

Dade police chief; police corruption; false arrest case; computer hacking risks; identification theft; workplace 

bullying; challenges faced by firefighters; free-diving risks; dangers of submersible watercrafts; texting and driving 

risks; unsolved murder case; invasion of non-native animals; animal abuses; solving murders; saving victims of 

crime; and dangerous new party drug.   

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA WITH JIM DEFEDE: 1/27, 11:30 AM. Scott Israel, the newly elected Broward 

Sheriff discussed his vision for the Broward Sheriff's Office. 1/27, 11:30 AM. Bradley Gerber, President of the 

Miami Young Republicans and Regis Giles, founder of GirlsJustWannaHaveGuns.com discussed gun control. 

2/10, 11:30 AM. J.D. Patterson, Miami-Dade’s new Police Director discussed his new promotion and a recent 

CBS4 News  investigation of Miami-Dade police officers who were dismissed for ignoring their duties. 3/24, 

11:30 AM.  Dale Picardat, Miami Beach resident discussed the $100,000 judgment awarded to him after he sued 

the Miami Beach Police Dept. for false arrest. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  POISON LINK: 1/8, 11 PM. 

This report showed that computer hackers have found a way to break into personal computers by using suspicious 

links. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  ID THEFT GANGS: 1/17, 11 PM. This report warned consumers of 

the fact that as the tax season nears street gangs engage in more identity theft crimes. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: WORKPLACE BULLYING: 1/30, 11 PM. This report examined the problem of workplace bullying 

and how employees are confessing that they have been mistreated by supervisors and management leading them to 

suffer from anxiety and depression. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  HOUSE OF PAIN: 3/31, 11 PM. This 

report demonstrated how local firefighters live through a 24-hour day inside a local fire house often described as 

the “House of Pain” because of the wide range of calls firefighters respond to during a 24-hour period. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: DELINQUENT ON DUTY:  2/4, 11 PM. This investigative report showed a group 

of on-duty officers engaging in delinquent behavior rather than doing their jobs.CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: DIVING DAREDEVILS: 2/11, 11 PM. This report demonstrated a new and dangerous water sport 

called free-diving that involves going under into great ocean depths without oxygen masks or tanks. CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: PERSONAL SUBMERSIBLE: 3/3, 11 PM. This report focused on a Florida company that 

is now selling personal submersibles to the public for a very high price and the potential safety risks if these 

watercrafts are used irresponsibly or for criminal purposes. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: TEXTING AND 

DRIVING: 3/7, 5 PM. This investigative report showed the dangers of texting and driving. CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS:  AMERICAN AIRLINES PILOT COLD CASE: 3/8, 11 PM. This report focused on a 

local American Airlines pilot’s mysterious murder that continues to baffle the Broward Sherriff’s Office. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: INVADERS AMONG US: 2/3, 11 PM. This report showed that there are several 

species of animals that don’t belong in South Florida that are invading our natural habitats and pose dangers to our 

native environment. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: SICK SACRIFICES:  2/20, 11 PM. This investigative 

report revealed that some local groups are engaging in animal abuse claiming that it is for religious purposes and 

followed a local man that is committed to put a stop to the abuse. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: THE 

MURDER BOARD: 2/25, 11 PM. This investigative report provided an inside look at the murder board used by 

the homicide unit of the Miami Dade Police Department to investigate recent local crimes.  CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: INSIDE THE ER: 2/26, 11 PM. This investigative report provided an inside view of what 

happens when crime victims are brought into the trauma unit of a local hospital. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: MOLLY DRUG: 3/21, 11 PM. This report revealed that a drug with the street name Molly is the latest 

drug craze at music festivals, that many youth are abusing and how they are getting their hands on this powder 

form of the synthetic pill known as ecstasy. 
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HEALTH: Topics in this category include: dangers of fluorescent light bulbs; women seeking physical fitness; 

fighting the flu through nutrition; discrimination against children with diabetes; mental illness in the military; 

saving on healthcare; pet healthcare costs; germs on soda cans; rare chronic disease; and new uses for intravenous 

injections.   

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: LIGHTBULBS AND CANCER: 1/2, 11 PM. This report revealed that 

studies have found that overexposure to ultraviolet rays from household fluorescent light bulbs may cause cancer. 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: STRONG IS THE NEW SKINNY: 1/8, 11 PM. This report showed that 

women are seeking exercise to increase their physical strength and health by lifting heavier weights and doing 

more circuit training and putting less emphasis on becoming thinner. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: FLU-

FIGHTING FOODS: 1/10, 11 PM. This report showed that good nutrition is not only good for weight control but 

eating the right foods could serve as prevention of common illnesses such as the flu. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: DIABETES DISCRIMINATION:  2//6, 5 PM. This report revealed that some families are facing 

discrimination towards their diabetic children when trying to enroll them in daycare centers. CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: STANDOFF WITH A SOLDIER: 2/6, 11 PM. This investigative report provided an in-

depth view of a local soldier suffering from mental illness. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: HEALTHCARE 

SAVINGS:  2/11, 5 AM. This report provided tips that those covered by health plans can use to save money. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: PETS AND OBAMACARE: 3/10, 11 PM. This report revealed that prices at the 

veterinarian’s office will begin to rise once the Affordable Healthcare Act is implemented due to the increased 

expenses in medical equipment and supplies. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: DIRTY SODA CANS: 2/14, 

11 PM. This investigative report revealed that there were nearly a dozen different germs found on the tops of 20 

unopened soda cans during a random test and explained the dangers if these germs are ingested. CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: ALIEN HANDS: 3/13, 11 PM. This report focused on a chronic illness, known as Alien 

Hands, that does not allow sufferers to control the movement of their hands. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  

IV HYDRATION: 3/20, 11 PM. This report showed a new intravenous procedure that contains vitamins and 

antioxidants that are injected straight into the bloodstream. 

 

 

POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT: Topics in this category include: federal fiscal cliff;  President’s state of the union 

address; immigration; Florida Lt. Governor resignation; Presidential elections 2016; same-sex marriage, gun 

control legislation; and legalization of medical marijuana. 

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA WITH JIM DEFEDE: 1/6, 8:30 AM. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Democratic 

National Committee Chairperson and Al Cardenas Conservative Political Action Conference Chairperson 

discussed the so-called fiscal cliff. 2/17, 11:30 AM. Michael Grunwald, Time magazine reporter and Marc Caputo, 

Miami Herald political reporter discussed President Obama's State of the Union, Florida Senator Marco Rubio's 

political future and the Miami Dolphins stadium plans. 3/10, 11:30 AM. Representative Juaquin Castro (D) Texas 

discussed congressional action on issues such as immigration and the federal budget. 3/17, 11:30 AM. Marc 

Caputo, Miami Herald Political Writer discussed the surprise resignation of Florida Lt. Governor Jennifer Carroll 

and examined the implications that may follow. 3/24, 11:30 AM. Patricia Mazzei, Miami Herald Reporter 

discussed the results of the latest Florida polls on potential candidates for the 2016 presidential election as well as 

the state’s views on same-sex marriage, gun control and legalization of medical marijuana. 
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EDUCATION/FAMILY: Topics in this category include: sperm donations; adoption of Russian children; 

monitoring children’s social media activity; coping with loss of children to predators; help with scholarships; and 

new home construction for extended families. 

 

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: LESBIAN SPERM DONOR CONTROVERSY: 1/7, 11 PM. This 

investigative report centered on the controversy surrounding sperm donations to homosexual couples. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: RUSSIAN ADOPTIONS:  1/9, 11 PM. This report focused on a local family who 

was granted permission to adopt twin Russian boys, but a week later were banned by Russian President Vladimir 

Putin when he ordered a halt to all adoptions of Russian children by Americans. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: SOCIAL MEDIA AND YOUR KIDS: 2/4, 5 AM. This report focused on a new smart phone app that 

helps parents keep up with their children’s social media activity. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  TWO 

FATHERS-TWO LOST CHILDREN: 3/6, 11 PM. This story showed how two fathers whose children were 

kidnapped and murdered by predators on different occasions in the same Gainesville community come together to 

provide mutual support and closure. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH: 3/19, 5 

PM. This report provided information on scholarships that are available for everyone and do not require 

competition. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  THREE GENERATIONS UNDER ONE ROOF:  3/21, 5 PM. 

This report showed new homes that are being built with an adjacent “mini home” that are intended for multi-

generational cohabitation. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS/RELIGION: Topics in this category include: prospects for election of new Pope 

at the Vatican and local impact of the election of Pope Francis I.  

 

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA WITH JIM DEFEDE: 3/3, 11:30 AM. Archbishop Thomas Wenski discussed the 

upcoming election of a new Pope at the Vatican and the future of the Catholic Church. 3/17, 11:30 AM. Msgr. 

Franklyn Casale, President, St. Thomas University and Reverend Pedro Suarez, SJ, Principal, Belen Jesuit 

Preparatory School discussed  historic election of Pope Francis I, and the potential impact for Catholics in South 

Florida. 


